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Epiphany SML 2017 A,B,C 
MT: 2:1-12 
 

An Ethiopian . . . had come to Jerusalem to worship and 

was returning to Gaza; seated in his chariot, he was reading 

the prophet Isaiah. The Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join 

this chariot." So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah 

the prophet, and asked, "Do you understand what you are 

reading?" And he said, "How can I, unless some one explains 

it to me?" (AA 8:27-31) 

By the end of his first chapter, and his gospel account of 

the Epiphany at the beginning of Chapter 2, Matthew had 

already laid the groundwork for the death of our Blessed Lord.  

 As I’ve preached more than once, Matthew wrote his 

gospel to hard care, inner circle Jews, and he catered his 

message to this very Jewish audience in a number of ways. 

First, there are striking similarities between the threats on 

the life of Moses, the central figure in Judaism, and the threats 

on the life of our Blessed Lord: 

As a baby, Moses was 
placed in a basket so his life 
would be spared of the 
Pharaoh’s order to massacre 
the newborn sons of Israel. 
 

Jesus with his parents, fled 
to Egypt while Herod ordered 
the massacre of all boys, two 
years old and under, known 
as the Holy Innocents. 
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Moses received a dream to 
return to Egypt now that 
those who sought his life had 
died.

Joseph received a dream to 
leave Egypt and go to Israel 
now that those who sought 
the Child’s life had dead. 
 

Second, five times within two chapters, Matthew quotes the 

prophets, all central figures in Judaism, with their expectations 

of the Messiah: 

All of this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet ISAIAH, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and his name shall be called Immanuel.” 
 
They told Herod where the Messiah was to be born, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet MICAH, 
‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 
ruler who will govern my people Israel.’” 
 
And Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night, 
and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the prophet 
HOSEA, “Out of Egypt I have called my Son.” 
 
After Herod ordered the massacre of boys two years old and 
under: “Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet 
JEREMIAH, “A voice is heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to 
be consoled because they were no more.” 
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And Jesus went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what 
was spoken by the prophets ISAIAH and AMOS would be 
fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarean.” 
 

 Yet, all the prophets were killed, as was Our Blessed Lord. 
 

Third, Matthew portrayed Jesus as a king. Herod feared 

the Christ Child because He was a king. While Luke’s visitors 

to the manger were mere shepherds offering nothing more 

than a prayer on their lips, Matthew’s visitors were Magi, Kings, 

Wise Men, bearing gifts for a king. 

Now Matthew portrayed Jesus as a king, with kings 

bearing gifts for a king, it is true, but they were gifts you would 

bring a king at his death.  

Kings were buried with gold. 

Their dead bodies were incensed with frankincense,  

and they were anointed with myrrh. 

These were not gifts you would bring to a newborn king. They 

were gifts you would bring to a dead one. 

The Magi came inquiring about the newborn “King of the 

Jews,” the identical title that was inscribed above Jesus’ head 

when he was crucified. EXPLAIN “INRI.” 

Lastly, they observed a star rising at his birth, a 

phenomenon of nature only to be replaced by the great 

earthquake at his death. 
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 The death of the Holy Innocents,  

 gifts you would bring a king at his death, 

 the identical title “King of the Jews” at His birth and at 
His death,  
 

 phenomena of nature; a star at His birth and an 

earthquake at His death. 

Each year we read the gospel of the Epiphany as if it is 

“Little Christmas,” when in fact we should read it as a death 

notice for Our Blessed Lord. 

"Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked 

the Ethiopian. "How can I, unless some one explains it to me?" 


